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Who we are

Employed by the Limerick Clare Kerry 
Regional Waste Management Office 
and Galway County Council 
respectively
Funded by EPA as part of the Local 
Authority Prevention Network 
Working to promote prevention & 
resource efficiency



What's our presentation 
about?

Our aim is to give you tips, pointers & 
good advice to help you green events 
& festivals.
Practical demonstration of what was 
achieved at 2011 Clarenbridge Oyster 
Festival
Q&A



If at all possible you want 
to avoid this



Most visible negative 
impact of festivals & events 
are litter & waste





Other aspects to consider 
as well:

Water
Energy
Sustainable Supplies
Travel



Where to Start?

If your event or festival hasn’t had a 
green element before – start by gathering 
data, such as:
Waste: how much & what type
Energy – this can be hard if there are a 
lot of businesses participating
Water – also difficult if more than one 
venue or business involved
Transport – how do most people arrive?
Supplies; what products are used – is 
there an over-reliance on disposable 
products?



But none of this is impossible,
What can you do about waste?

Find out what wastes will be 
generated & start by segregating
You need lots of bins & very clear 
signage
If at all possible make announcements 
about recycling facilities



Examples of Good 
Practice



Water

Water Saving 
Brochure available
Provide advice on 
fixing leaks, running 
taps 
Water conservation is 
very easy once people 
are motivated
You need to be 
realistic – and leave 
sufficient  lead in time 
to make changes
Cost Savings are very 
realistic and easy to 
calculate
Hot water can cost 
>10 more than cold 
water



Energy

Start with low/no cost measures such as:
Encourage a turn down/switch off campaign,
Use natural daylight
Only heat water for showers/hand basins to a 
maximum of 60°
There is a lot of free energy conservation advice 
available: www.seai.ie 



Sustainable Supplies

Encourage of use of eco-products, fair trade etc
Encourage a buy local or shop local campaign
Introduce if possible the concept of food miles
Encourage the use of compostable products
Encourage the use of less hazardous cleaning 
materials
Hire or lease products and equipment – it may be 
cheaper as well as good for the environment.



Transport

This can be difficult to 
influence but begin by 
making visitors aware 
of the alternatives to 
using the car.
If there are a number 
of venues can buses, 
minibuses, rickshaws 
or bicycles be used? 
These can be novel, 
well supported & gain 
your event positive PR
You could consider 
off-setting carbon 
emissions – service 
available from 
different companies 

http://i298.photobucket.com/albums/mm241/dublintransportview/WH1_FrontNearside.jpg?t=1229469927


Seek Assistance!



Greening the 
Clarenbridge Oyster 
Festival 2011



Festival 2011 – Goes 
Green

Met with committee June 2011

Introduced concept of “Greening”

Received immediate buy in
Put systems in place to improve 
environmental performance



2010  Oyster Festival

3500 kg of waste

No segregation

Compactor on site

No green awareness



Festival 2011 aimed to:

Prevent waste where possible

Recycle cardboard, plastics, tetra pak etc.

Compost food waste

Use biodegradable/compostable products

Promote “Green” element to the festival



Worked closely with:

Festival Suppliers and Caterers

Facilities Manager

Committee Members

Waste Contractor

Volunteers and Staff



Waste Management -
Provided Bins/Bags/Signs



On - site 
Implementation:

•6 frames

• food/compostables and 
recyclables

• bags changed regularly

• emptied into 1100ltr 
bins



Provided Staff / Volunteer Training

• segregation

• changing bags

• disposal



Food and Beverages Served in 
Compostable Plates and Cups

26cm Oval
220 ml Bowl
24cm Round
Coffee cup
Knife, fork and 
spoon



Segregation on Site



Results

70% Diversion from Landfill

1200 kgs of Food Waste and Compostable Products
• Food waste
• Compostable Products
• Oyster shell

1300 kgs of Recyclables
• Glass
• Cardboard
• Plastics 

1000 kgs of Landfill
• Carpet
• Mixed waste



Public Relations

Newspaper

Local Radio

Websites
Circulation of Publicity 
Materials



Lessons Learnt

Commitment from Festival Committee

Waste contractor needs to be on board

Bins need constant monitoring

Bags replaced continuously

Good quality compostable product used

All staff/volunteers must be involved



Guide to greening Galway festivals



Further information available from:

Pauline McDonogh, 
Regional Waste Office
Limerick
061-496844
pmcdonogh@managewaste.ie

Sinéad Ní Mhainnín, 
Enviornment Section, 
Galway County Council
091-476488
snimhain@galwaycoco.ie

mailto:pmcdonogh@managewaste.ie
mailto:snimhain@galwaycoco.ie

	Greening Festivals & EventsGood Practice from the Mid West and Galway Regions
	Who we are
	What's our presentation about?
	If at all possible you want to avoid this
	Most visible negative impact of festivals & events are litter & waste
	
	Other aspects to consider as well:
	Where to Start?
	But none of this is impossible,What can you do about waste?
	Examples of Good Practice
	Water
	Energy
	Sustainable Supplies
	Transport
	Seek Assistance!
	Greening the Clarenbridge Oyster Festival 2011
	Festival 2011 – Goes Green
	2010  Oyster Festival
	Festival 2011 aimed to:
	Worked closely with:
	Waste Management -Provided Bins/Bags/Signs
	
	Provided Staff / Volunteer Training
	Food and Beverages Served in Compostable Plates and Cups
	Segregation on Site
	Results
	Public Relations
	Lessons Learnt
	Guide to greening Galway festivals
	

